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Rangeworthy Walk Day Registration: 
Walking distances requires a degree of determination and physical effort in order to 
complete, age, distance, fitness levels and medical conditions are additional factors. 
The organisation assume by registering, participants have considered the nature and 
difficulty of the task and conclude the event is within their capability. Should poten-
tial participants have any doubt, medical advise should be sought prior to the event. 
Participants should carry water, light refreshments and ware suitable clothing. The 
organisers are not liable for any accidents, injuries, thefts or damage to property. All 
participants agree to abide by the walk/event rules. 
Please give details of any existing disability or medical condition on an attached 
page, include any medical advise given. 

 

Date…….………..……..Signature…………………………………………………. 
Mobile phone No (if carried on walk)………………………………………………. 
Contact Details:..………………………………………………….………….....…… 
…………………………………………………………………………………..…… 
Entrance (cheques payable to Hawkdean Hikers enclose self addressed envelope). 
£4.50 Adult, under 16 yrs £2.50, family of 5 £12 (2 adults, additional child £1.50) 
£2  IVV stamp only, no badges. 
£20 Team of 6 (additional member £3.50 max 11 members) 
£12 Team of 6 under 16 yrs,  (additional member £1.50 max 11 members) 
Start & Finish Rose & Crown, Rangeworthy                      Grid Ref:  ST 689 862       
Organisers:    Mr C. Pratt, 11 The Grove, Rangeworthy, Bristol, BS37 7PY England 
Telephone +44  (0)1454 228826          e-mail chrisp@11thegrove.freeserve.co.uk 

Name 
Team Leader First 

Age 
Child 

Medical 
Condition 

Route 
 Distance 

Paid Completed 
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BWF Club Number: 106 
 
BWF Walk Approval Number: BWF/106/E1/09 

English Version 
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Badges: Two badges are included with registration fee for the vil-
lage walk day. If you have completed the walk on a different day 
and wish to receive a small enamel lapel badge (22mm) and cloth 
badge 60mm with a similar design to the front page logo. Please 
write to the address on the Rangeworthy Walk Day Registration 
Form (booklet last page), include some proof of doing the walk 
e.g. petrol/shop/bus receipt in the area, photos or a brief note. 
Please include a stamped and addressed envelope/jiffy bag to-
gether with a cheque for the badges. The badges cost £1 each (£2 
for both badges). 
 
Walk  registered with the British Walking Federation. 
Contact details 
Web home page     http://www.bwf-ivv.org.uk/ 
 
BWF National Office,  
112 Crescent Road,  
Reading, Berks.  
RG1 5SW 
 

Follow the country code and enjoy your 
walk  
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Storm Outdoor Pursuits & Leisure wish everyone  
on the Hawkdean Hike a good days walking.  

 

10% discount on normal priced items when you 
show this guide book. 

 

Buy online or visit our store for all your walking needs. 
We offer free expert advise on outdoor equipment, using 
many years of experience together with the latest product 
knowledge to match the best equipment to the individual 
what ever the budget.  

http://www.stormoutdoors.co.uk/ 

Storm Outdoors. 27 Horse Street, Chipping Sodbury,  
Bristol. BS37 6DA.  Tel 01454 415430  
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Welcome to the Hawkdean Hike: 
Hawkdean refers to Hawkesbury Deanery where the walk is located, (the deanery is 
part of Gloucester Diocese whose boundary extends beyond these walks).  The routes 
combine parts from other well known walks, dependant on which route is taken. All 
the walks have their own appeal, however the longer routes cover some of the best 
scenery in Britain. The routes were chosen for their safety, scenery and varied ter-
rain. 
 
All routes start from Rangeworthy recreation ground by following part of the Jubilee 
Way, longer routes go alongside a railway line and use ‘easy access’ walks around 
Wickwar, and on to one of the largest unspoilt oak and ash woods in the country, 
across Inglestone common, the walk continues to an area known as Cotswold edge, 
the route now joins the Monarch Way and Cotswold Way passing the Somerset 
monument and Tindale chapel (which commemorates William Tyndale’s stay nearby 
at Little Sodbury Manor, whilst translating the Bible into English from Latin). 
through  Iron age and Roman Forts, continuing across Sodbury common the longer 
routes rejoin the Jubilee Way (together with some of the shorter routes) along the 
way passing the hamlet of Yate rocks and close to one of the last moat houses to be 
built in Britain ‘Yate Court’, finally finishing back at the recreation ground. 
 
The routes use public footpaths and quite lanes, safety is our main concern, therefore 
in planning the routes we have tried to only use lanes where traffic and pedestrians 
have good visibility of each other, however there are some short stretches where this 
is not ideal, (much of the Cotswold Way follows these quiet lanes). Please take care 
on the roads. This is a new walk so we expect that it might need some changes, any 
feedback on the route, guide book or generally how to improve things, will help us 
improve the walk for future walkers. 
 
We have tried to ensure the guides accuracy, (talking to many of the land owners), 
however should information in the guide book differ from GPS, map or compass then 
these should take precedence over the guidebook. Further this book should not be 
used as evidence that a right of way exists in any disputes. The best advise in these 
situations is to avoid confrontation, apologise and retrace your steps if necessary, 
reporting any errors to the author. 
 
The guide book is intended for use any time on its own, but may also be used for the   
British Walking Federation (BWF) permanent walks or the annual village walking 
event. The level of support varies depending on which is being undertaken.  
 
It is always good policy when walking in the country, to be prepared for bad weather, 
and ware the appropriate clothing and footwear, carry some water, light snack, a 
whistle, map, and compass (and know how to use them). In addition allow plenty of 
time to enjoy the walk and be realistic as to your capabilities. 
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Location:  
Start and finish location 
Changing Room Building, Rangeworthy Village Recreation Ground 
Rangeworthy, South Gloucestershire 
 

Grid Ref   ST 6895 8625 
Map:  1:25,000 Explorer series OS Map  
  No 167 Thornbury Dursley & Yate 
 

Rangeworthy is located North of Bristol on the Iron Acton to Wotton-
under-Edge Road B4058,  and lies between Thornbury (centre 4 miles) 
to the North West and Yate (centre 3 miles) to the South East which 
are the nearest reasonably large towns. 
 

Nearest Airport:  Bristol (20 miles),  
    Cardiff (Wales 55 miles).   

Nearest Train Station  Yate (3 miles)  
    Bristol Patchway 10 miles  
    Bristol Temple Meads 15 miles 
 

Nearest Motorway Access  M5 Junction 14 (5.35 miles 8.6 Km). 

Page  73 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Specialist suppliers of 
Stickers & Labels 

for any application. 
Digital & General Printing 
Service for all your printing 

Requirements. 
 
 

Established company since 1981 
 

Contact Pete Culliford for further 
information 

Tel:01454 227373  Fax:01454 227270 
Email: jcprintinfo@aol.com 
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   The pub at the walk start & finish.  
 

The Hawkdean Walk-
ers wish to thank  
Yvonne and Martin 
from the The Rose 
and Crown at Range-
worthy for all their 
help and assistance 
with the walk 

 

Come and celebrate completing the walk with  a drink 
and good food in the bar or beer garden. 

Wotton Road, Rangeworthy, BS37 7NB 
Tel: (01454) 228 233  

The Hawkdean Walkers wish to thank Murry Hire for 
all their help  and assistance with the walk 

For all your tool hire needs 
Murray tool hire. Trade & DIY  

 
www.murraytoolhire.com 

Armstrong Way Great Western Business Park 
Bristol, Yate, BS37 5NG 

01454 310606 
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Rangeworthy Recreation Ground is located behind the Rose & Crown pub (photo 1). 
Shown by the large arrow on the map below.  Parking is within 100 yards of the pub 
(towards Wotton-under-Edge) shown in photo 2. Access to the recreation ground is 
opposite the lay-by photo 2 (access details are on the next page). 
 

The Rangeworthy Court Hotel (one of our main sponsors) is also shown on the map. 

Photo 2 Photo 1 

Rangeworthy 
Court Hotel 
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Start & Finish:  
 Rangeworthy Recreation Ground changing rooms is the start/finish points, (photo 3 
below) it is located behind the Rose & Crown pub in Rangeworthy (Shown previ-
ously). This is accessed from the main road by a footpath (photo 4 below) 50 yards 
North of the Rose & Crown pub, or through gate opposite the lay-by (photos 5 and 6 
below and follow track around to the right behind the houses in photo 5). 

Parking:  
On walking event days follow signs for 
car parking, at other times there is a lay-
by  offering  parking for approx 20 cars 
on the main Wotton Road (photo 7 left), it 
is also possible to park in church lane 
opposite the Rose and Crown. 
 
If wishing to park in the Rose & Crown 
car park please ask permission first. 
  

Photo 4 

Photo 5 

Photo 3 

Photo 6 

Photo 7 
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  The second road on the 
right is a small estate 
called The Grove, turn 
into this estate and walk 
straight ahead the road 
changes to a tarmac foot-
path between houses with 
a style at the end see pho-
tos 215, 216 and 217 be-
low. 
 
 
 
 
Crossing over this style 
head for the far right cor-
ner of the field and then 
into the next field (some 
of the hedges in the fields 
are incomplete, however 
the hedge outline can still 
be seen, this guide is 
written as if all the 
hedges are complete). 
 
Only two more fields to 
the finish. 
 
In the next field head to 
the far left corner where 
there is a style next to 
what used to be a gate, 
cross this style. In the 
next field turn right and 
walk beside the hedge 
keeping it on your right 
side, a style and small 
foot bridge lies ahead 
which leads into the rec-
reation ground where you 
started, the changing 
rooms are now on the left 
at the far end of the 
grounds. 

Photo 215 

Photo 216 

Photo 217 
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Continue until the next cross roads 
photos 211 and 212 below, turn 
right into a dirt track Oldwood 
Lane (photo 212) not marked or 
signposted. 
 

The building on the left about 50 
yards from the crossroads is  an 
old site office for a disused coal 
pit, some of the surface features 
are being restored by a group of 
enthusiasts from South Glouces-
tershire Mines Resource Group 
and is open to the public on some 
bank holidays with permission of 
Ms J. Humphris. 
 

In spring the lane is lined with 
some daffodils, tulips and blue-
bells. 
 

Continue along the lane, Photo 
213 left shows the opposite end of 
the lane, just under 1/2 mile, to a T 
Junction. 
 

At the T junction turn left and 
walk up the road into Rangewor-
thy. This point is about ¾ mile to 
the finish. Photo 214 left shows 
the view from the Oldwood Lane 
and New Road junction to Range-
worthy. 

Photo 211 

Photo 212 

Photo 213 

Photo 214 
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The Rangeworthy Court Hotel Welcomes 
the Hawkdean Hikers. 

Situated on the Jubilee Way National trail and only 300m 
from the Hawkdean Hike start and finish.  This historic 
manor house was completed in 1664 (with parts dating 
from the 12 and 14 century) offers quiet and relaxing ac-
commodation in a building full of character. The number 
of returning guests testify to the  friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere, and for those residents with some energy left 
our swimming pool is open during the summer months. 
 

for more information phone +44 (0)1454 228 347  
email reception@rangeworthycourt.com  

http://www.rangeworthycourt.com/ 



 Page  8   

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Specialist suppliers of 
Stickers & Labels 

for any application. 
Digital & General Printing 
Service for all your printing 

Requirements. 
 
 

Established company since 1981 
 

Contact Pete Culliford for further 
information 

Tel:01454 227373  Fax:01454 227270 
Email: jcprintinfo@aol.com 
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Head diagonally across the field, indicated by the arrow in photo 205. Go through the 
small gate in the fence photo 206 and continue in the same direction to the style in 
photo 207.  Go over the style and turn left at the lane/cattle grid photo 208. 

From the lane the brick barn on the rise of the hill is part of Yate Court one of the 
last houses built with a moat in Britain.  

Continue along the track to junction with Limekiln road photo 209. At this junction 
turn left, the 6.5Km route joins from the right, the 10km and 40km routes rejoin at 
the next junction photo 210 from that point all the routes stay together until the fin-
ish. There is just over 2 miles (3 1/

2 Km ) until the finish. 

Photo 205 
Photo 206 

Photo 207 

Photo 208 

Photo 209 Photo 210 



 Page  68   

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

 

Go over Aluminium bridge photo 201 
crossing stream into next field. 
 
Turn right keeping the hedge on your 
right follow the edge of the filed until 
reaching the corner photo 202. 
 
A short distance along the way go past a 
gap in the hedges (photo 202) and a 
swollen stream (photo taken during the 
floods in Tewkesbury and Gloucester 
2007).  
 
Photo 203 showing the corner of the 
field, where a double set of styles crosses 
what was once an old tram way, shown 
on the map. 
 
It is difficult to see any remains of the 
track today, but from the map you can 
see its path from a quarry further up the 
hill to the lime kilns. 
 
Photo 204 shows the double style,  go 
over these styles and bear slightly to the 
right and follow the path near the stream 
for about 30 feet into the corner of the 
next field. 

Photo 201 Photo 202 

Photo 203 

Photo 204 
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 The pub at the walk start & finish.  
 

The Hawkdean Walk-
ers wish to thank  
Yvonne and Martin 
from the The Rose 
and Crown at Range-
worthy for all their 
help and assistance 
with the walk 

 

Come and celebrate completing the walk with  a drink 
and good food in the bar or beer garden. 

Wotton Road, Rangeworthy, BS37 7NB 
Tel: (01454) 228 233  

The Hawkdean Walkers wish to thank Murry Hire for 
all their help  and assistance with the walk 

For all your tool hire needs 
Murray tool hire. Trade & DIY  

 
www.murraytoolhire.com 

Armstrong Way Great Western Business Park 
Bristol, Yate, BS37 5NG 

01454 310606 
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Route Grading: 
None of the routes are suitable for wheelchairs, most have high styles, fields, bridle 
paths, uneven ground and tracks (although we would welcome suggested routes 
which would be suitable for wheelchairs). 
The longer routes are extensions of the smaller routes, and therefore contain the ter-
rain of the smaller route plus the longer route.   There are some muddy and wet parts, 
the degree of which largely depends on the time of year and weather. 
 
7Km Alternative route for Pushchairs (Short Distance Guide) 
This route avoids high styles and most of the uneven ground, it is based on the 6.5 
Km walk. To avoid the styles part of the walk follows a narrow pavement on a busy 
road, there is an uneven track but this is okay for small pushchairs. This alternative 
route is not recommended for wheelchairs and small children need extra supervision, 
because of the busy road. Estimated time to complete 1– 1 1/2 hours. No styles. 
 
6.5 Km (Short Distance Guide)             [Orange Route] 
Relatively easy 3 1/2 miles, estimated time to complete 1– 1 1/2 hours. Mostly tracks, 
4 high styles, no hills, clean route, no pub or café until the end of walk. Suitable for 
ages 3 and over, very small children may need assistance/carrying. 
    
10 Km  (Short Distance Guide)                     [Green Route] 
Relatively easy 6 miles, over 60% green route, estimated time to complete 2 - 2 1/2 
hours. No hills to speak off, some parts muddy if wet, shops and pub off route near 
half way point. Suitable for ages 7 and over. 
 
20 Km (Short Distance Guide)            [Yellow Route] 
Intermediate difficulty about 12 miles over 60% green route, estimated time to com-
plete 4 - 5 1/2 hours. No major hills only little ones, some styles, and  steep uneven 
ground (one 20m very steep section), some parts muddy if wet. However the distance 
poses a challenge in itself. Passes through Wickwar in the early part of the walk but 
no pubs or café after that. (This route is the most muddy of all the routes especially in 
bad weather). Route suitable for ages 10 and over. 
 
30 Km (Long Distance Guide)      [Blue Route] 
Difficult due to distance about 19 miles. Almost 50% green route, less muddy and 
less steep uneven ground than the 20 Km route, pubs at halfway point. Suitable for 
ages 12 and over. 
 
40 Km (Long Distance Guide)       [Red Route] 
Arduous about 25 miles, full days walk. There are some hills but are not considered 
as major, some steep uneven ground and some parts muddy if wet. This distance 
would offer a challenge to an experience walker, many pubs/shops along route. Mini-
mum suggested age 14 years. 

Page  67 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

  

P
ho

to
s 

20
1/

20
2 

P
ho

to
 2

08
 



 Page  66   

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

 

At the other end of the field cross over 
another style photo 197 (not clear in the 
photo although it hard to miss on site). 
There is also a metal 5 bar gate close by. 
 

After crossing this style you are in an area 
(enclosure) that is generally overgrown 
and not used for anything (that I can see).   
Head in the direction indicated by the 
arrow in photo 197,  The arrow shows the 
location of the style in photo 198. Go over 
this style into the next field.  
 

Warning: Photo 199 has been included 
for completeness, this is on the opposite 
side of the enclosure about 30 feet from 
the style in photo 198. The other side of 
this style is Tan House Lane do not go 
through this style photo 199. 
 

The footpath actually crosses the field 
diagonally, however after speaking with 
the owner and all parties agreed to walk 
around the edge of the field. See map over 
page from this point you are rejoining the 
Jubilee Way the National trail at the start. 
 

Keep the hedge your on your left, walk 
around the field passing to the right of the 
barn (photo 200) on your way.  
 

After the corner of the field some high voltage power lines cross your path. A short 
distance after these is an aluminium bridge which crosses a stream into the next field. 
photo 201 on the next two pages. 

Photo 197 
Photo 198 

Photo 199 Do not go 
through this style 

Photo 200 
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Walk/Event Rules: 
All participants agree to abide by the walk/event rules, failure to do so may result in 
disqualification. The walk organisation will consider each situation on a case by case 
basis their decisions are final, (some decisions may over-ride the rules).  
All participants will follow any lawful instructions given by the event officials. 
The walks are open to any individual who meets the age restrictions on submission of 
entry details and payment of appropriate fee’s. The walk organisers hope that the 
walk is enjoyable, they have tried to minimise problems. However safety is the or-
ganisers main concern, because they are very closely involved an impartial adjudica-
tor has overall control of the event with the power to stop the event if deemed unsafe. 
Hopefully cancellation of the event will never happen, however in the event of a can-
cellation registration fees or expenses cannot be refunded. 
Walkers and teams must register at the start, finish and at each checkpoint on route.  
The walks will take place what ever the weather.  
On walking event days all routes must be completed by 17:30 hrs,  unless the timings 
altered by event organisers. 
The event organisers are not responsible for participants or their actions. 
Walkers under the age of 16 participate only with parents or guardians written con-
sent received prior to the event, they must also be accompanied by a responsible per-
son or be a member of a team or organisation which assumes responsibility for its 
members and their actions.  
Teams consist of 6-11 members, 12 and above form 2 teams’ and so on, each team 
must have a designated leader and navigator (this may be the same person). Each 
team must walk together and not spread out, the team should check in all together at 
each checkpoint. Different teams can walk together if they wish. 
Should the number of members in a team fall below 4, the walk organisation will 
make a decision whether the team will be allowed to continue. This decision will 
depend on many factors, some are age, fitness, skill level, distance completed, time 
remaining, communications, minors should not walk alone as individuals, however 
teams may amalgamate with consent to maintain minimum group numbers (route 
cards will be amended, the teams will be treated as one and the situation reviewed at 
each checkpoint).  
Walkers must obey the country code, using footpaths where ever possible, and take 
any litter home, in addition refrain from causing any form of damage. 
Dogs are welcome, but should be kept under control at all times, if they foul the 
owner must dispose of it in the appropriate manner, however it should be noted that 
some of the longer distances use roads which can be hard on the animals foot pads. 
Walkers should keep to the designated routes, unless directed by the organisers.  
The railway line and property is out of bounds to all participants. 
Everybody has a responsibility not to endanger themselves or others by their actions. 
The organisers are not liable for any injuries, accidents, thefts or damage to property. 
 
All profits will go to projects in Rangeworthy vill age or other charitable causes. 
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Storm Outdoor Pursuits & Leisure wish everyone  
on the Hawkdean Hike a good days walking.  

 

10% discount on normal priced items when you show 
this guide book. 

 

Buy online or visit our store for all your walking needs. 
We offer free expert advise on outdoor equipment, using 
many years of experience together with the latest product 
knowledge to match the best equipment to the individual 
what ever the budget.  
 

http://www.stormoutdoors.co.uk/ 

Storm Outdoors. 27 Horse Street, Chipping Sodbury,  
Bristol. BS37 6DA.  Tel 01454 415430  
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 Continue walking along Mapleridge 
Lane after the routes rejoin until the 
crossroads at the main Yate to Wickwar 
road (1/4 mile 400m) photo 192.  
 

Take care this is a busy and fast road, go 
straight over the crossroads and follow 
Bury Hill Lane on the other side.  
 

The lane is quite, later for a very short dis-
tance there are some high hedges (not ideal 
for walking) please take care. At the  
1/2 mile (700m) point take the foot path to 
the right indicated by the public footpath  
sign photos 193 and 194. 

From this point over the next few fields (until reaching Limekiln Lane) the path is 
less defined and therefore more difficult to follow. Follow the footpath downhill, it is 
less than 50 yards long passing photo 195 along the way to the style in photo 196.  
 

Cross over the style and follow the path shown in photo 196 across the field.  

Photo 192 

Photo 193 Photo 194 

Photo 195 

Photo 196 
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Option 2 Dirty Route 

As previously stated the worst part of the 
track is the first 30 yards, the rest of the 
track is muddy but you are able to walk 
around the muddy parts.  
 

Follow the bridle path in photo 185 re-
peated which slopes gently down hill for 
about 200 yards. 

 

The path follows the edge of Lady’s 
wood in an anticlockwise direction, 
through a broken gate (photo 189). At  the 
field entrances (photo 190) keep follow-
ing the path to the left. Join the lane at the 
shooting club entrance photo 191 and 
head to the right, rejoin the clean route at 
(photo 188 repeated) Mappleridge Lane 
turn right. 

Photo 185 Repeated 

Photo 189 

Photo 190 

Photo 191 

Photo 188 Repeated 
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7 Km Route Avoiding Styles and Fields: 

Note a large part of this route is retraced on the return leg. 
 

Starting in the recreation ground with the changing room at your back. Turn left 
and walk keeping the hedge/wall on your left, soon you come to a footpath on your 
left. This footpath is a shortcut to the Wotton Road. alternatively continue walking 
keeping the hedge/wall on your left following the wall around to gates opening on 
to the Wotton Road. 
 

Note: One of these footpath must have been used to gain entrance to the recreation 
ground, therefore you are just retracing your steps to the Wotton Road. 
 

At the Wotton Road turn left and walk 
for 1/2 a mile passing the Rose & 
Crown pub, the village animal pound, 
motel and Indian restaurant.  The first 
road off to the left in called New Road 
(a signpost on the junctions points to 
Village Hall, Hall End and Wickwar). 
Turn left onto this road. 
 

This road is hard to miss as it has a 
sign post, hair dressers, children’s 
park, village hall, bus stop, telephone 
and post box, all within 50 feet of 
each other. 

Photo 8 
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Walk along New Road for almost a mile on the way you pass an estates on the left 
called Gifford Close then The Grove (Photo 8 previous page)  Burrows Mead and 
Laddon Mead on the right, New Road then leaves Rangeworthy behind. The road 
gently falls away, at the bottom of the hill you go past a  house on your right, beside 
tracks off to the left and right, go straight a head over a bridge and up a rise the other 
side. At the top of the rise go past a tarmac lane off to the left a few yards further 
there are crossroads where other routes converge take the Limekiln Road exit on the 
right (Photo 9). 

Note: At the crossroads the 
longer and shorter routes take 
different directions, so do not 
blindly follow the walker in front. 
The alternative route now joins 
the 6.5Km route for approxi-
mately 1.5 mile until returning to 
The Grove estate in photo 8. 
 

On this crossroads is a builders 
yard (Photo 9 left) with an old 
brick kiln, however the road 
name refers larger kilns further 
along the road which were 
closed in the early part of the 
last century.   
 

Follow Limekiln Road up the rise and cross a railway bridge at the top, caution is 
advised on this bridge as it is a blind hump back, however there is space to the side. 
 

The railway line is part of the old Great Western railway line linking Bristol and 
Gloucester, we  will cross it once more, closer to Yate. 

 
After the railway bridge follow 
Limekiln Road for approxi-
mately ¾ mile until a T junction 
(Photo 10), this is the half way 
point. At this junction turn right 
passing a riding stables on your 
right. This Road is called Tan-
house Lane and refers to the 
leather tannery at Tan House 
farm. 
 
The road crosses over the second 
railway bridge and once again 
caution is advised on the bridge. 

Photo 9 

Photo 10 
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Option 1 Clean Route 

Follow the clearing (bridle path) indicated by the arrow in photo 184 (repeated) for 
800 yards until gate making the junction on to the road (photo 186 at Hares Farm 
opposite). 
 

As you walk along the bridle path look through the gaps in the trees on your right 
you can see Lady’s wood observation tower above the trees.  
 

At the road (Mapleridge Lane photo 187) turn right and follow the road, until the the 
cross roads at the main Wickwar to Yate road (1.15Km under 3/4 mile).  
 

After 700 yards the dirty route rejoins from the right, (photo 188). continue walking 
along Mapleridge Lane until the crossroads by a main road (route continued on page 
63). 
 

Warning: There is not much traffic that uses this lane, however the traffic that does 
use it travels quite fast as there are long straights, please take care. 

Photo 184  
Repeated 

Photo 186 

Photo 187 Photo 188 
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The map previous shows the trench and the 
route (black dotted line, bottom of the 
page) following this trench through the 
wood leads to a gate (photo 182 repeated) 
with an information sign beside it. On the 
other side of the gate there are tracks and 
paths leading off in three directions. 

At this point the 30Km route rejoins the 
20Km route, (coming from your left 
photo 183) both routes have a clean or 
dirty route options, then stay together 
until the finish. (Photo’s 183-185 have 
been included for completeness in show-
ing all four directions ). 
You have a choice which track you take, directly ahead is the clean route (photo 
184), which is  slightly longer 1/3 mile(0.5Km), with a little bit more on the road. 
The track to the right is the dirty route (photo 185) it goes along another woodland 
track, which is a little muddy, but a little bit shorter.  
From this point you can judge how muddy the dirty route is, it actually get less 
muddy after a short distance, however a lot depends on the weather. Both routes can 
be seen clearly on the map, the choice is yours.  
 

Clean Route (photo 184) and  dirty route (photo 185) directions on next page 

Photo 182 Repeated 

Photo 183  

Photo 184 
Clean Route 

Photo 185 Dirty Route 

30Km Route rejoins 
from this direction 
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Continue until the next cross roads photos 11 and 12 below, turn right into Oldwood 
Lane not marked or signposted. 

The building on the left about 50 
yards from the crossroads is an old 
site office for a disused coal pit, 
some of the surface features are 
being restored by a group of en-
thusiasts from South Gloucester-
shire Mines Resource Group and 
is open to the public on some bank 
holidays with permission of Ms J. 
Humphris. 
 

 In spring the lane is lined with 
some daffodils, tulips and blue-
bells. 
 
 
Continue along the lane, Photo 13 
left shows the opposite end of the 
lane, just under 1/2 mile, to a T 
Junction. 
 
At the T junction turn left and 
walk up the road into Rangewor-
thy. This point is about ¾ mile to 
the finish. Photo 14 left shows the 
view from the Oldwood Lane and 
New Road junction to Rangewor-
thy. 
 

Photo 11 

Photo 12 

Photo 13 

Photo 14 
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In Rangeworthy village pass several small estates Burrows Mead (on the right)
Laddon Mead (on the left) The Grove photo 15 , and Gifford Close both on the right.  

 

Note the other routes turn 
into The Grove photo 15 , 
and go over styles and fields. 
Do not go into this estate. 
 

Continue walking straight 
ahead on New Road to the T 
junction at    the end. 
 

 You are basically retracing 
your steps from the start of 
the walk back to the recrea-
tion ground. Once again 
caution is advised because of 
the busy road. 
 
 
 
 
At the T junction turn right 
this is called Wotton Road 
and surprisingly heads to-
wards Wotton-under-Edge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walk for 1/2 a mile passing, 
the village animal pound, 
motel, Indian restaurant and  
the Rose & Crown pub photo 
16.  About 50 yards beyond 
the pub take the footpath on 
the right to the recreation 
ground photo 17, the chang-
ing rooms are on the right at 
the end of the footpath. 
 
 

Photo 15 

Photo 16 

Photo 17 
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The trench narrows a little photo 179,  and heads towards the edge of the wood (250 
yards from photo 178 previous page). At the edge of the wood photo 180 a path 
crosses the trench forming a T junction take the right hand path. 

 
The right hand path (photo 
180) is quite narrow com-
pared to the wide trenches, 
but it is reasonably well 
defined.  
 
Follow this path for a fur-
ther 250 yards, the path then 
bends to the left another 200 
yards should bring you to 
the gate in photo 182.  
 

 
 
 
The other side of the gate is 
where the 30 Km route re-
joins. Coming from a lane 
on the left. 
 
 

Photo 179 Photo 180 

Photo 181 

Photo 182 
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 6.5 Km Route: [Orange Route] 

With the recreation ground changing room behind you, walk around the football 
pitch to the kissing gate at far left corner of the recreation ground.  Photos 18 and 19 
(gate close-up).  
Notice the yellow footpath marker on the kissing gate with the white jubilee way 
sticker.  You will follow the jubilee way for approximately 3/4 mile. 
Continue straight ahead across the field to the next style which you can see directly 
in front, indicated by arrow on photo 19 and close-up on photo 20 next page. 

Photo 18 Photo 19 
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In the next field with the hedge on the left hand side keep walking directly ahead to a 
gate at the bottom of the field, shown by arrow in  photo 21. 

Once through the gate, change direction heading more to the left between 10 and 11 
O’clock to a style on the left hand hedge, photo 22. Continue over this style and head 
in the same direction to another style on the opposite hedge, photo 23. 

Climbing over this style 
leads to a bridle path 
named Green Lane 
(photo 24) turn right and 
follow the bridle path. 
Along the way you cross 
a small stream (which is 
easily missed), continue 
along the path up a 
slight rise, ignoring the 
bridle path which leads 
off at right angles to the 
left. 

Photo 20 Photo 21 

Photo 22 Photo 23 

Photo 24 
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 This trench is called Horton Great 
Trench, This is quite wide and only nar-
rows to footpath dimensions near the end. 
Along the way there are markers on both 
sides of the trench some are quite small 
about the same height as my dog photo 
174. These shorter markers indicate trails 
leading off from the trench. Do not leave 
the trench. They have only been men-
tioned to give confidence that you are still 
on route. The marker posts are  numbered 
from 43 — 47. 

Photos 175 and 176 show taller direction markers, they also give a good indication of 
the width of the trench.  

Photos 177 and 178 below show the end of the trench, also shown on the map the 
dotted arrow indicates a marker post with a public footpath arrow pointing to the 
right (this path will end up at the same place however it is very muddy and I would 
not recommend it).  Take the route to the left indicated by the solid arrows which is a 
little narrower than the Horton Great Trench you have been following 

Photo 174 

Photo 175 Photo 176 

Photo 177 Photo 178 
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Once through the gate climb the other 
side, keeping to the left of the clearing/
trench (photo 173) as you climb. Photo 
173 is slightly deceptive as the climb is 
short and initially steep.   
 

Many of the photos for Lower Wet Wood 
and surrounding area were taken during 
the floods at Gloucester and Tewksbury 
2007 the area was more muddy than 
usual but defiantly passable with care. 

Photo 173 

Photos 177/8 

Photo 172 

Photo 182 
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As the lane levels out at the top, there 
is a signpost on the right photo 25 indi-
cating a public foot path through a 
kissing gate. 
At this point you have a choice of 2 
routes to follow, If on an organised 
village walking day follow any route 
markers present. If however you are 
not on an organised day the decision is 
yours. 
Both routes take the same distance and 
end up at the same point. choose route 
options number 1 or number 2. 
 
Option Number 1: If you like animals 
then I would recommend staying on 
the bridle path and continuing straight 
ahead to the T junction photo 26 join-
ing a tarmac lane at the end. Then turn 
right and continue to the crossroads. 
 

On this route there are often Alpaca’s 
grazing in the fields on the left hand 
side, they are very friendly and nosy 
creatures and will often walk over for 
petting. 
 
 
 
Option Number 2: If you like spring 
flowers then I would recommend, fol-
lowing the jubilee way route 
(signposted, photo 27), by turning off 
Green lane to the right through a kiss-
ing gate, this goes along the edge of a 
field to another kissing gate leading 
through a farm yard (arrow in photo 
27)  and onto a tarmac lane. At the end 
of this lane turn left at the T junction 
and after a few yards leads to the same 
crossroads as in route number 1 above. 

On this route depending on the time of 
year there are many daffodils in the 
field near the hedge.  

Photo 25 

Photo 26 

Photo 27 
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Route Options 1 & 2 Re-Join At The Crossroads  
The 2 photos below show the crossroads approached from routes option number 1 
(photo 28) and number 2 (photo 29). 

It is at this crossroads that the longer and shorter routes take different directions, so 
do not blindly follow the walker in front as they may be on a different route. 
 

At the crossroads is a builders yard with a old brick kiln, however the road name 
refers larger kilns further along the road which were closed in the early part of the 
last century.   
 

The shorter routes follow Limekiln Road up the rise (as indicated by arrows in 
photos 28 and 29) and crosses a railway bridge at the top, caution is advised on this 
bridge as it is a blind hump back, however there is space to the side. 
 

The railway line is part of the old Great Western railway line linking Bristol and 
Gloucester, the longer walking routes follow the line as far as Wickwar. However 
on this route will only cross it once more,  closer to Yate in the opposite direction. 

 

After the railway bridge fol-
low Limekiln Road for ap-
proximately ¾ mile until a T 
junction (Photo 30), this is 
the half way point. At this 
junction turn right passing a 
riding stables on your right. 
This Road is called Tanhouse 
Lane and refers to the leather 
tannery at Tan House farm. 
 
The road crosses over the 
second railway bridge and 
once again caution is advised 
on the bridge. Photo 30 

Photo 28 Photo 29 

Option Number 1 Option Number 2 
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Photo 168 shows the house beside the car 
park Lower Woods Lodge. The photo has 
been taken looking back towards the 
house from the car park exits.  
 

When departing from this car park make 
sure that you take the correct track as  this 
is where the 20Km route takes a different 
direction from the 30 and 40Km routes. 
 

The 20 Km route goes to the right photo 
169 and the 30, 40 Km route to the left, 
follow tracks in photos 169-171. After a 
short distance find the clearing photo 171.  

At this point leave the track and head in the direction indicated by the arrow in photo 
171. (The clearings/firebreaks are known locally as trenches). Follow this trench it 
soon becomes very steep, and a little muddy (choose your steps carefully) it leads 
down to a bridge over the Little Avon river photo 172.  
Cross the bridge and go through a gate in front of you, climb up the other side, head-
ing to the left of the clearing/trench (photo 173 next page). 

Photo 168 

Photo 169 

Photo 170 

Photo 171 

Photo 172 
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About Lower Woods Nature Reserve 
Lower Woods are the most extensive semi-natural woodland in the former County of 
Avon, with boundaries that have remained unchanged for several centuries. This 
ancient and beautiful woodland is one of England's largest oak-ash woods on heavy 
clay soils, and a paradise for wildlife. Over 2 miles long, the woods’ huge expanse is 
clearly visible from the Cotswold edge (30 and 40Km route). The landscape has 
changed little since mediaeval times. (The wood is basically in 2 parts split by the 
little avon river the Northern side Hawksbury and the Southern Horton woods). 
 
History 
 The was a roman villa beside the car park, which the woods have reclaimed. Tusks 
found here indicate that the Iron age family hunted wild boar. Saxons 600-1066 
around the area were Saxon settlers who called the woods Horwudu which means 
muddy wood. The manors of Hawkesbury and Horton met at the Little Avon River 
(crossed on the 20Km route), with Hawkesbury held by Pershore Abbey and Horton 
by the Cathedral Church of Salisbury. 
When Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries in 1540’s the ownership of the woods 
went to private individuals. 
During the industrial revolution the demand for wood fell and the woods were barely 
profitable, however the estate continued coppicing the woods to maintain it. During 
the second world war the demand for timber was great, saw mills and charcoal kilns 
were constructed and many oak trees were consumed, unfortunately they replanted 
with alien Poplars which are still much in evidence though oaks are also growing 
well. On the southern tip of the woods some conifers were planted however these are 
being felled to save large oaks and encourage wildlife and flowers to return. 
 
Wildlife and conservation  
The woods are situated on the damp, mildly acidic or slightly calcareous clay soils of 
the Vale of Berkeley. The site is made up of many distinct woodlands, separated by 
wide tracks known locally as 'trenches'. There is a range of woodland types, as well 
as grassland areas, the Little Avon River, springs and important geological expo-
sures, plus a rich woodland flora and excellent invertebrate, bird and mammal popu-
lations. 
Of particular note is the population of nightingales that occurs at the northern edge 
of the woodland. These elusive birds can be heard singing from the dense scrub 
along the woodland edge from the end of April to mid May. 
 
A very short list of wildlife in the woods 
Trees: Oak, Ask, Poplar, Hazel, Hawthorn Field Maple, Sallow,Silver Birch, Aspen. 
Flowers: Violet, Primrose, Celandine, Wood Sorrel, Bluebells, Herb Paris, Greater 
Butterfly-orchid, Autumn Crocus. 
Animals: Roe Deer, Muntjac Deer, Foxes, Badgers, Rabbits, Wood Mice Grey Squir-
rels, many spices of birds. 
http://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/ 

Page  21 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

Continue until the next cross roads photos 31 and 32 below, turn right into Old-
wood Lane not marked or signposted. 

The building on the left about 
50 yards from the crossroads 
is  an old site office for a dis-
used coal pit, some of the 
surface features are being 
restored by a group of enthu-
siasts from South Gloucester-
shire Mines Resource Group 
and is open to the public on 
some bank holidays with per-
mission of Ms J. Humphris. 
 
In spring the lane is lined 
with some daffodils, tulips 
and bluebells. 
 
Continue along the lane, just 
under 1/2 mile to a T Junction 
at the opposite end of the 
lane. Photo 33 left shows the 
approach to the junction. 
 
At the T junction turn left and 
walk up the road into Range-
worthy. This point is about ¾ 
mile to the finish. Photo 34 
left shows the view from the 
Oldwood Lane and New Road 
junction to Rangeworthy. 

Photo 31 

Photo 32 

Photo 33 

Photo 34 
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The second road on the right 
is a small estate called The 
Grove, turn into this estate 
and walk straight ahead the 
road changes to a tarmac 
footpath between houses with 
a style at the end see photos 
35, 36 and 37 below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crossing over this style head 
for the far right corner of the 
field and then into the next 
field (some of the hedges in 
the fields are incomplete, 
however the hedge outline 
can still be seen, this guide is 
written as if all the hedges are 
complete). 
 

Only two more fields to the 
finish. 
 
 
 
 
In the next field head to the 
far left corner where there is 
a style next to what used to 
be a gate, cross this style. In 
the next field turn right and 
walk beside the hedge keep-
ing it on your right side, a 
style and small foot bridge 
lies ahead which leads into 
the recreation ground where 
you started, the changing 
rooms are now on the left at 
the far end of the grounds. 

Photo 35 

Photo 36 

Photo 37 
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The corridor/clearing is called Plumbers Trench Photo 166 and the car park at the 
end of Plumbers Trench photo 167.  

Photo 166 Photo 167 
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Near the corner of the field with electricity pole is a gap in the hedge photo 160 go 
through the gap into the next field, photo 161. Keep walking on the same bearing to 
the corner of the field by a woods. Shown by the arrow in photo 161 
At the corner of this field is a kissing gate photo 162 go through this gate and into the 
woods turn right and follow the track photo 163 (the view from the track looking 
back to the kissing gate is shown in photo 164).  
Keep to this track for 340 yards until a wide clearing/corridor photo 165 (this corri-
dor varies along its length from 20-40yards wide) turn left and follow this wide corri-
dor to the car park at the end.  

Photo 160 

Photo 161 

Photo 162 

Photo 163 

Photo 164 looking from  track 
back towards kissing gate Photo 165 
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10 Km Route:   [Green Route] 

With the recreation ground changing room behind you, walk around the football 
pitch to the kissing gate at far left corner of the recreation ground.  Photos 38 and 39 
(gate close-up).  
Notice the yellow footpath marker on the kissing gate with the white jubilee way 
sticker.  You will follow the jubilee way for approximately 3/4 mile. 
Continue straight ahead across the field to the next style which you can see directly 
in front, indicated by arrow on photo 39 and close-up on photo 40 on next page. 

Photo 38 Photo 39 

Start/Finish 
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In the next field with the hedge on the left hand side keep walking directly ahead to 
a gate at the bottom of the field, shown by arrow in  photo 41. 
 

Once through the gate, change direction heading slightly to the left between 10 and 
11 O’clock to a style on the left hand hedge, photo 42. Continue over this style and 
head in the same direction to another style on the opposite hedge, photo 43. 

 

Climbing over this style 
leads to a bridle path named 
Green Lane (photo 44) turn 
right and follow the bridle 
path. 
 
Along the way you cross a 
small stream (which is easily 
missed), continue along the 
path up a slight rise, ignoring 
the bridle path which leads 
off at right angles to the left. 

Photo 40 Photo 41 

Photo 42 Photo 43 

Photo 44 
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In the field turn right and start walking up 
the hill. Initially keep close to the hedge as 
you gain height  move further away from 
the hedge. Photo 155 shows the view 
behind you as you climb the hill. 

As the hill levels out you can see on your  
Sturt farm on your left Photo 157. 
 

See map page 53 

Roughly halfway  between the farm and 
the hedge on the right is a gate into the 
next field photos 156 and close up 158. 

 

Cross over this gate into the next field and 
head towards an electricity pole in the 
middle of the field photo 159, go past this 
pole  and keep walking on the same bear-
ing cross over into the next field, keep 
walking maintaining the same direction to 
the corner of the field by the woods.  

Photo 155 

Photo 156 

Photo 157 

Photo 158 

Photo 159 
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Shortly the tarmac lane 
gives way to green lane, 
photo 150, continue 
along this lane. Take a 
small foot path off to the 
left, just before the lane 
bends to the right and 
enters a field, photo 151.  
 

This footpath is very 
easy to miss, due to the 
long grass at the en-
trance. If you enter a 
field then you have 
gone to far retrace your 
steps a few feet and go 
down the foot path. 
 

The foot path is stony a little bit muddy and maybe a little bit slippery, a typical Brit-
ish footpath, please take care. I believe however that finding the delightful Sturt 
bridge (photo 152) at the bottom well worth the journey. 

Photo 152 

Photo 153 

Photo 154 

Photo 150 Photo 151 
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As the lane levels out at the top, 
there is a signpost on the right photo 
25 indicating a public foot path 
through a kissing gate. 
At this point you have a choice of 2 
routes to follow, If on an organised 
village walking day follow any route 
markers present. If however you are 
not on an organised day the decision 
is yours. 
Both routes take the same distance 
and end up at the same point. choose 
route option number 1 or number 2. 
 
Option Number 1: If you like ani-
mals then I would recommend con-
tinuing straight ahead to the T junc-
tion photo 46 joining a tarmac lane at 
the end. Then turn right and continue 
to the crossroads. 
 
On this route there are often Al-
paca’s grazing in the fields on the 
left hand side. They very friendly and 
belong to the farm at the end of 
Green lane.  
 
 

Option Number 2: If you like 
spring flowers then I would recom-
mend, following the jubilee way 
route (signposted, photo 47), by turn-
ing off Green lane to the right 
through a kissing gate, this goes 
along the edge of a field to another 
kissing gate leading through a farm 
yard (arrow in photo 47)  and onto a 
tarmac lane. At the end of this lane 
turn left at the T junction and after a 
few yards leads to the same cross-
roads as in route number 1 above. 
 

On this route depending on the time 
of year there are many daffodils in 
the field near the hedge.  

Photo 45 

Photo 46 

 Photo 47 
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Route Options 1 & 2 Re-Join At The Crossroads  
The photos 48 and 49 below show the crossroads approached from the different 
routes, option number 1 (photo 48) and option number 2 (photo 49). It is at this 
crossroads that the longer and shorter routes take different directions, so do not 
blindly follow the walker in front as they may be on a different route. 

Points of interest: At the crossroads is a builder’s yard with an old brick kiln, how-
ever the road name refers to larger lime kilns further along the road, which were 
closed in the early part of the last century. From the cross roads area up to Yate 
Rocks and Brimsham Park is a line of rare spar mineral deposits, hense the min-
eral works on this road and in Brimsham Park. 
The shorter routes follow Limekiln Road up the rise (as indicated by arrows in 
photos 48 and 49) and crosses a railway bridge at the top, caution is advised on this 
bridge as it is a blind hump back, however there is space to the side.  
The railway line is part of the old Great Western Railway linking Bristol and 
Gloucester, the longer walking routes follow the line to Wickwar. However  this 
route will only cross it once more, closer to Yate on the return leg. 
On limekiln Road take the next tarmac lane off to the left, approximately ¼  mile, 
photo 50. Follow this lane until reaching the cattle grid photo 51.It is unlikely but 
you may meet other walker coming the towards you who are on the return leg of 
the longer distances, as the routes over lap up until Yate Rocks.  

Photo 48 Photo 49 

Photo 50 Photo 51 

Option Number 1 Option Number 2 
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Continue walking through the High 
Street, which then becomes Sodbury 
Road until reaching the other side of the 
village. Please use the pavement on the 
right hand side of the road as it is con-
tinuous. On the way you pass the youth 
club on the right and garage on the left. 
At the mini roundabout photo 145 go 
straight ahead and cross the road onto the 
left side using the traffic island part of 
the roundabout.  

When the pavement runs out take the lane 
to the left (Poplar Lane) photos 146, 147. 
The house in photo 147 is called Fairhaven 
No 83 there is also a home made sign with 
direction arrow to castle farm. 

Keep walking along this lane, go through 
two 5 bar gates photo 148  which may be 
closed, please leave the gates as you 
found them. (Because of the gate and the 
proximity of some buildings, the lane 
looks private, however the lane is a pub-
lic right of way ). Continue walking 
straight ahead. 

Photo 146 

Photo 147 

Photo 149 Photo 148 

Photo 145 
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Continue walking through Wickwar High Street 
Notice the garage petrol pumps beside the road, (photo 142) for safety reasons no 
longer in use. The high street (photo 143) has a lot of charm and character, includ-
ing old buildings and the town clock.  There is also a café and some shops. The town 
has its own brewery, the beer is well worth trying.  

Brief History of Wickwar 
Wichen or Wyken, means a settlement (later shortened to Wick), originating in the 
Saxon period, although there are some Roman remains in the area. The Domesday 
Book shows 30 families, property valued at £12 (quite prosperous for the time). This 
settlement was near the church, which is now on the village outskirts. 
 

In 1185 John de la Warre was granted the manor, later in 1285 Roger de la Warre, 
obtained a charter for a market from Edward I, the new buildings became the High 
Street and the earlier village, apart from the church, disappeared. There are 67 
listed buildings in Wickwar.  

The clock, (photo 144) which strikes 
a bell on the hour, is reputed to be 
the oldest town hall clock in Britain, 
and may have been in the previous 
building: documents show in 1676 
the Mayor was ordered to wind the 
clock. 
 

(In the 17th century the de la War-
res were involved in founding of 
Virginia and Delaware in America.) 
Until 1883 Wickwar was legally a 
borough with a Mayor and Alder-
men, the population never exceeded 
1,000 until the 20 th century; the 
mace of 1709 is still preserved.  

Photo 142 

Photo 143 

Photo 144 
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Immediately after the cattle grid turn right (arrow in photo 51) and cross the style a 
fifteen feet from the cattle grid photo 52. You are now rejoining the Jubilee Way. 

Just for interest: From the cattle grid the brick barn slightly to the left on the rise 
is part of Yate Court one of the last houses built with a defensive moat in Britain. 
 
Cross the field to a metal gate in the fence (at about 10 o’clock) photo 53. Through 
this gate and head for the corner of the field indicated by the arrow in photo 53. 
 
From this point over the next few fields (until reaching Tanhouse Lane) the path is 
less defined and therefore more difficult to follow.  
 
Photo 54 shows the corner of the field, go through the trees as directed in photo 54 
to the style photo 55. Go over this style to the next field, keeping close to the hedge 
on the left follow the field around. At some times of the year this can get a little 
overgrown, but is passable.   
 
At this point (photos 54 & 55) you are crossing the path of an old tram way 
(althought it does not look much like it now) connecting the old lime kilns with the 
quarry further up the hill.  

Photo 52 Photo 53 

Photo 54 Photo 55 
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As the hedge on your left bends to your left look out for an aluminium bridge 
crossing a stream photo 56, the bridge is easy to miss as it is well concealed by 
bushes (do not be confused with an old  cart stuck in the stream).  

 
On the other side of the 
bridge turn right and fol-
low the edge of the field 
keeping the hedge this 
time on your right.  
 
At the corner of the field 
the hedge is replaced with 
farm buildings, (part of 
Tan House Farm).  
 
Keep following the edge 
of the field as it bends 
around to the left, the 
edge of the field straight-
ens out, go past the farm 
track (which exits to the 
lane beside the farm 
buildings).  
 
About 50 yards further go 
through a kissing gate in 
the hedge (you are almost 
upon the kissing gate be-
fore you see it, photo 57). 
 

 Once through the Kissing gate 
turn right and find another kissing 
gate photo 58 about 40 feet away, 
in the hedge facing you go 
through this kissing gate onto Tan 
House Lane. 
 
This Road is called Tanhouse 
Lane and refers to the leather 
tannery at Tan House farm. (the 
farm that you have just passed in 
the field). Next to the farm is a 
caravan club camp site and fish-
ing lake. 

Photo 56 

Photo 57 

Photo 58 
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Follow road around to the right photo 136, then follow the church car park signs to 
the right and again at the fork, and a sharp 90o bend into the cemetery and church car 
park photo 137 continue into the church yard. 

Take the left path around the church, join a track down the hill photos 138, 139.  
 

Turn right at the main road and cross the road using the level crossing, photo 140. 
Follow the road around to the left, and up into Wickwar high street. On the way pass-
ing the village hall, through some traffic lights, an old school,  the Buthay public 
house photo 141 and a garage photo 142 over page. 

Photo 136 Photo 137 

Photo 138 Photo 139 

Photo 140 
Photo 141 
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Please exercise caution on the roads especially in the Wickwar area which is a 
built up area with speed restrictions, however the roads are relatively busy. (where 
available please use level crossings or traffic islands when crossing the roads). 

At the main road (photo 132) turn right and follow the bend of the main road 
(crossing over a road to an industrial estate). On the opposite side of the road (30 
yards before the traffic lights) is a sign posted public footpath (photo 133).  

 

Cross the road taking this footpath with a 
stone wall on the right side and a small 
woods on your left. At the corner of the 
stone wall (as the wall turns away) cross 
the field heading towards the left side of 
some trees  arrow in photo 134(the garden 
of the old Rectory), after the trees/house 
you will see the wooden fence and track 
on your right (photo 135), follow the 
fence a little way to the field gate and go 
onto the track (Please use the gate). 
Follow the track down to the junction and 
turn right (photo 135). (approx 100 yards).   

Photo 135 

Photo131 

Photo 132 

Photo 133 

Photo 134 
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 Directly opposite the kissing gate is a 
sign post pointing to Yate Rocks [the 
houses in the distance] (photo 59 and 
60). Follow this path across the fields to 
a style (photos 61 and 62) through the 
style and head in the 10 o’clock direction 
across another field to a gate (photo 63) 
turn right at the lane a few yards further 
is the ford at Yate Rocks (photo 64).  

Photo 59 

Photo 60 Photo 61 

Photo 62 

Photo 63 
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The ford at Yate Rocks photo 64 
 

The ford, Footbridge and kissing 
gate at Yate Rocks, is an ideal spot 
for a picnic, park bench, splendid 
views and approximately the half 
way point. (An alternative picnic 
spot is Brimsham Park beside the 
lake 1/2 mile further ). 
 

Due to modern quarry workings 
nearby (forming a drain for sur-
face water) the only time the spring 
flows is when the quarry drains or 
pumps water into the stream.  

 

Yate Rocks gets its name from Celestine (Celestite, SrSO4) mineral crystals which 
were mined in this area,  colours are  blue, brown, colorless, green, gray and pink. 
 

Cross the spring via the ford or foot bridge and continue straight up the hill for 
approximately 120 yards, until the house named ‘The Old Chapel’ photo 65, 

through the gate beside the house. This 
is part of the Jubilee Way a National 
Trail (although the path is not sign 
posted there is a footpath through the 
property).  
The owners encourage walkers  how-
ever most of the garden  is private 
property, the only right of way follows 
the fence on the right hand side. 
Please walk keeping close to and fol-
low the fence on your right to the style 
at the end of the garden (photos 65-68). 
Leave any gates as you found them. 

Photo 64 

Photo 65 

Photo 66 Photo 67 
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From the other side on the copse head towards the hedge opposite,  the hedge comes 
into the field and forms a V, take the left hand side of the V towards the arrow in 
photo 126 follow the hedge on this side of the V until the new gate (2008) shown in 
photo 127, (there is normally an electric fence around the field, however this can be 
lifted over your head) go over the gate passing another air shaft tower  and follow the 
path to the gate and style in photo 128, go over the style into playing fields. 

On the opposite side of the playing field is 
Wickwar’s millennium beacon, sponsored 
and built by local business. Also nearby is 
a world war 2 pill box. At the playing 
fields the routes take different directions. 
 

In the playing fields head towards the air-
shaft tower, and playing area, then go past 
the changing rooms photo 129 and into 
the gravel car park. At the car park en-
trance/exit photo 130 follow the tarmac 
track, passing allotments  and another air 
shaft down to the main road.   

Photo 126 Photo 127 

Photo 128 

Photo 130 Photo 129 
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The railway track goes into a tunnel, continue walking to a small copse in the corner 
of the field (passing a gate on the left with a caravan behind photo 121). In front of 
you is a gate with a style to the left photo 122. cross over this style and immediately 
turn left,  keeping to the side of the field with the copse on your left walk to the cor-
ner of the field (basically walking around the copse).   

The gate in the corner is new (2008) 
photo 123, cross this gate and into an-
other field entrance  immediately on your 
right photo 124 (with your back to the 
gate).  In the next field head to the right 
hand side of the copse in the middle of 
the field (arrow in photo 124 and close 
view photo 125). Walk around to the 
other side of this small copse. 
 

You might have noticed previously a 
round red brick tower with a grid on top, also shown in photo 125 these are air 
shafts for the railway tunnel spaced about every 200 metres and you will follow these 
towers to the Wickwar paying fields  

Photo 121 Photo 122 

Photo 123 

Photo 124 Photo 125 
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Cross the style 
Photo 68 at the end 
of the Old Chapel  
house garden, and 
head to the opposite 
corner of the field, 
the path is well used 
and should be easy 
to follow.  
 
 

 
There are 2 styles in the 
corner of the field (photo 
69 is not very clear), take 
the one on the right 
shown by the arrow in 
photo 69 and photo 70, 
this style has a yellow 
footpath badge, the other 
style has a white badge.   
 
Do not take the style 
shown with an X above it 
in photo 69. 
 
 
 
 
After the style the foot-
path goes through a short 
avenue of trees and leads 
into Brimsham Park. 
 
 
 

Photo 68 

Photo 69 

Photo 70 

X 
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After the avenue of trees leading to Brimsham Park, turn right and join a gravel path. 
This leads past a children’s play area, and then splits photo 71. Take the  path  to the 
right which almost immediately splits again photo 72. 

At this point you have a choice to go around the lake via the left path or the right 
path, they are both the same distance and meet the other side of the lake, however if 
this is your first time doing the walk I would recommend taking the path around to 
the right, only because there are less houses. On walking days follow any  event route 
markers present.  
 

Brimsham Park is a good place for a rest of or picnic, having park benches, play 
area lake with swans and ducks. 
 

Left route option 1 (photo 73),                    Right route option 2 (photo 74). 

There are shops and a pub approximately 300 yards away off route. 
OFF ROUTE DIRECTIONS FOR LOCAL SHOPS: Take the path on the left and 
the next path to the left. This leads to a small car park go through the barrier. Turn 
right and then left, go straight ahead until a round about. Take the 11 o’clock exit 
and go on to the next roundabout. Take the 3 o’clock exit leads to the shops and 
pub. Retrace your steps back to this point to continue. 

Photo 73 Photo 74 

Photo 71 Photo 72 
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Just after the railway bridge is Hall End farm photo 116, 100 yards beyond Hall End 
farm is the road junction shown in photo 117, (also bungalow on right hand side not 
shown in photo). Take the road to the left indicated by the arrow in photo 117, sign-
posted West End. 

After a few hundred yards go over the style on the right just before the railway bridge 
(photo 118), follow the footpath keeping the railway track on the left photo 119.  

In the corner of the first field is a footbridge which goes over the railway line do not 
take this footbridge but go over the style into the next field and continue to the corner 
of this field once again keeping the railway track on the left, (arrow in photo 120). 

 

You may wonder why there is a foot-
bridge over the railway lines so close 
to the road bridge, the answer is not 
immediately obvious but the foot-
bridge is an aqueduct (boxed metal 
section) with a footbridge over the top. 
 

Shortly the railway goes through a 
tunnel, which claimed the lives of 10 
men during the building of the tunnel 
in 1884. 

Photo 116 Photo 117 

Photo 119 

Photo 120 

Photo 118 
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Map of Brimsham Park 

 
 
 
Local Information & History: 
The lake in Brimsham Park is man made being the result of open cast mining or 
quarrying for the mineral Celestine, the mineral is expensive about £1,000 a tonne at 
the time when the lake was made (just before the surrounding houses were built 
1980’s).  
 
The mineral lies close to the surface, you can tell the fields which have been quarried 
as they are flat and a few feet lower than the surroundings. There are many workings 
in the locality Yate Shopping Centre was mined before being built. 
 
The mineral lies in a narrow strip from the crossroads at Limekiln Lane to Yate 
Rocks and on to Wapley (near Westerleigh south of Yate). 

Shop, public house and take away. 

Photo 67 

Photo 72 Photo 86 
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Route Option 1 Left Around The Lake (clockwise) 
The series of photos 75 - 80 shows the path around the left side of the lake. 

Follow the path keeping the lake on your right.  On the far side of the lake trees line 
the path, shown in photo 79 the path runs beside some houses (gate post and paving 
slabs shown photo 80)  At this house photo 80 follow the path to the left around the 
side of the house.  At this point both option 1 and 2 routes rejoin. 

Photo 75 Photo 76 

Photo 77 Photo 78 

Photo 79 

Photo 80 
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 Route Options 1 & 2 Re-Join At The Crossroads  
The photos 114 and 115 below show the crossroads approached from the different 
routes, option number 1 (photo 114) and option number 2 (photo 115). It is at this 
crossroads that the longer and shorter routes take different directions, so do not 
blindly follow the walker in front as they may be on a different route. 

At the crossroads is a builder’s yard with an old brick kiln, however the road name 
refers to larger lime kilns further along the road, which were closed in the early 
part of the last century.  From the cross roads area up to Yate Rocks and Brim-
sham Park is a line of rare and expensive Celestine mineral deposits, hense the 
mineral works in Yate and limekiln road. 
The longer routes follow the road heading towards Wickwar (as indicated by ar-
rows in photos 114 and 115) just beyond the white house photo 115 the road runs 
beside a railway line. The road crosses a railway bridge on a bend, caution is ad-
vised on this bridge as it is a blind hump back, however there is space to the side. 
 The railway line is part of the old Great Western Railway linking Bristol and 
Gloucester. 

Photo 114 Photo 115 

Crossroads Photos 114 & 115 

Photo 125 

Photo 118 
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 As the lane levels out at the top, 
there is a signpost on the right photo 
111 indicating a public foot path 
through a kissing gate. 
At this point you have a choice of 2 
routes to follow, If on an organised 
village walking day follow any 
route markers present. If however 
you are not on an organised day the 
decision is yours. 
Both routes take the same distance 
and end up at the same point. 
choose route number 1 or number 2. 
 
 
Number 1: If you like animals then 
I would recommend continuing 
straight ahead to the T junction 
photo 112 joining a tarmac lane at 
the end. Then turn right and con-
tinue to the crossroads. 
 

On this route there are often Al-
paca’s grazing in the fields on the 
left hand side. They very friendly 
and belong to the farm at the end of 
Green lane.  
 
Number 2: If you like spring flow-
ers then I would recommend, fol-
lowing the jubilee way route 
(signposted, photo 113), by turning 
off Green lane to the right through a 
kissing gate, this goes along the 
edge of a field to another kissing 
gate leading through a farm yard 
(arrow in photo 113)  and onto a 
tarmac lane. At the end of this lane 
turn left at the T junction and after a 
few yards leads to the same cross-
roads as in route number 1. 
 

On this route depending on the time 
of year there are many daffodils in 
the field near the hedge.  

Photo 111 

Photo 112 

 Photo 113 
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Option 2 Right Around The Lake (Counter Clockwise) 
The series of photos 81 - 86 shows the path around the right side of the lake. 

Follow the path keeping the lake on your left.  Over the bridge photo 81 At each fork 
in the path take the right path. The arrows in Photo 86 shows both routes rejoining. 

Photo 81 Photo 82 

Photo 83 

Photo 84 

Photo 85 

Photo 86 
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After both routes around the lake rejoin, the path leaves the lake. Follow the tarmac 
path beside the garden wall photo 87, until the tarmac ends photo 88. 

Continue walking in the same direction as if the tarmac continued, until a gap in the 
houses photo 89. (There are 2 road name signs on the housing estate which can be 
seen from the gap Leechpool Way and Drylease) 

Note: At this point the path is less defined, as there are several other tracks which 
cross over each other. 
Take the path at right angles to the gap 
between the houses shown on photo 89 and 
indicated by the arrow. The path is shown 
in photo 90 after a short distance the path 
bends around to the left, continue follow-
ing the path in the direction indicated by 
the arrow in photo 90.   
 

Ignore the field without a footpath sign 
at its entrance as this is the wrong field. 
 

At the field with a footpath sign photo 91 
enter the field and turn right close to the 
hedge. 

Photo 88 

Photo 89 Photo 90 

Photo 91 

Photo 87 
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In the next field with the hedge on the left hand side keep walking directly ahead to 
a gate at the bottom of the field, shown by arrow in  photo 107. 

Once through the gate, change direction heading slightly to the left between 10 and 
11 O’clock to a style on the left hand hedge, photo 108. Continue over this style 
and head in the same direction to another style on the opposite hedge, photo 109. 

 

Climbing over this style 
leads to a bridle path 
named Green Lane 
(photo 110) turn right 
and follow the bridle 
path. 
 

Along the way you cross 
a small stream (which is 
easily missed), continue 
along the path up a slight 
rise, ignoring the bridle 
path which leads off at 
right angles to the left. 

Photo 106 

Photo 107 

Photo 108 Photo 109 

Photo 110 
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20 Km Route  [Yellow Route] 

With the recreation ground changing room behind you, walk around the football 
pitch to the kissing gate at far left corner of the recreation ground.  Photos 104 and 
105 (gate close-up).  
 

Notice the yellow footpath marker on the kissing gate with the white jubilee way 
sticker.  You will follow the jubilee way for approximately 3/4 mile. 
 

Continue straight ahead across the field to the next style which you can see directly 
in front, indicated by arrow on photo 105 and close-up photo 106 (on next page). 

Photo 104 
Photo 105 

Page  37 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100048085 

Follow the hedge line of the field around to the right, photos 92 and 93 (the actual 
footpath crosses the field however I believe its better for everyone to follow the edge 
of the field ).  In the corner of the field is a style at the start of a footpath, photo 94 
follow this footpath, which joins onto a larger track and ends at Tan House Lane 
photo 95. At this junction turn left. 

 
 
Continue along  Tan House 
Lane passing straight over 
the junction with Limekiln 
Road photo 96,  The road 
crosses over the  railway 
bridge and once again cau-
tion is advised on this 
bridge. 

Photo 94 Photo 95 

Photo 92 Photo 93 

Photo 96 
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Continue until the next cross roads photos 97 and 98 below, turn right into Oldwood 
Lane not marked or signposted. 

The building on the left about 
50 yards from the crossroads 
is  an old site office for a dis-
used coal pit, some of the 
surface features are being 
restored by a group of enthu-
siasts from South Gloucester-
shire Mines Resource Group 
and is open to the public on 
some bank holidays with per-
mission of Ms J. Humphris. 
 

In spring the lane is lined 
with some daffodils, tulips 
and bluebells. 

 
Continue along the lane, Photo 
99 left shows the opposite end 
of the lane, just under 1/2 
mile, to a T Junction. 
 
At the T junction turn left and 
walk up the road into Range-
worthy. This point is about ¾ 
mile to the finish. Photo 100 
right shows the view from the 
Oldwood Lane and New Road 
junction to Rangeworthy. 

Photo 97 

Photo 98 

Photo 99 

Photo 100 
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The second road on the 
right is a small estate 
called The Grove, turn 
into this estate and walk 
straight ahead the road 
changes to a tarmac foot-
path between houses with 
a style at the end see pho-
tos 101, 102 and 103 be-
low. 
 
 
Crossing over this style 
head for the far right cor-
ner of the field and then 
into the next field (some 
of the hedges in the fields 
are incomplete, however 
the hedge outline can still 
be seen, this guide is 
written as if all the 
hedges are complete). 
 
Only two more fields to 
the finish. 
 
In the next field head to 
the far left corner where 
there is a style next to 
what used to be a gate, 
cross this style. In the 
next field turn right and 
walk beside the hedge 
keeping it on your right 
side, a style and small 
foot bridge lies ahead 
which leads into the rec-
reation ground where you 
started, the changing 
rooms are now on the left 
at the far end of the 
grounds. 

Photo 102 

Photo 103 

Photo 101 


