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40 Km Red Route 

1. MAP 1. Through kissing gate left corner recreation ground, over style directly ahead, 
keep hedge on left hand side to gate. Head on a 10 o’clock bearing over style in the 
hedge, same bearing to another style, turn right on bridle path (Green Lane). 

2.     Follow bridle path to the end, at T junction with tarmac lane turn right. At crossroads 
turn left heading towards Wickwar. Beware of traffic. 

3.     Follow lane, over railway bridge take road to the left. Just before another railway bridge 
go over style on right hand side. Follow railway line on left across 2 fields to style ahead 
beside copse, over style and immediately left along field boundary to new gate. Go 
through this gate and through adjoining (side by side) gate/entrance (the gate to adjoining 
field is missing) into field with small copse in the middle. 

4.     Head around the right hand side of the copse (train tunnel air vent). Continue on the 
same bearing to corner of hedge coming into field (forming a V), take the left side of the 
V, follow hedge to new gate beside another air vent. Follow footpath to Wickwar 
recreation ground. Go into the recreation ground turn left to corner. 

5.     Take the style beside the recreation ground train tunnel air vent, across field to another 
style. Continue straight ahead following hedge on right, take the kissing gate to the right, 
leading to road (Note: not the style directly ahead). Beware of traffic as you cross road. 

6.     Follow footpath sign, passing through farm and through two 5 bar gates, to field with a 
gravel track, (ignore track) follow hedge to the right, go through style approx 200m. 
Follow path to the left as it goes clockwise around pond, to another kissing gate. 
Through kissing gate sharp left (almost 360 degrees) down hill to field. Head 2 o’clock 
up to another kissing gate in middle of hedge. In next field, head to style in right hand 
corner of field, follow hedge (on left side) to the main road. Beware of traffic. 

7.     Main road turn right 250 yards, take footpath on other side of the road through avenue of 
trees/bushes to end. At a gravel/dirt lane turn right for 250 yards to junction turn left, 
follow tarmac lane to church. Go around left hand side of church follow path down to 
main road. Turn right cross over road at the zebra crossing continue through traffic lights 
to Wickwar High Street. Follow high street to the other side of village (you may need to 
cross the road to walk on pavement).  On the village outskirts, just after roundabout take 
lane to the left called Poplar Lane, this lane has a home made sign with direction arrow 
to castle farm, and is beside a house called Fairhaven No 83. 

8. Follow this lane to the bottom passing castle farm on the way, the lane goes  from tarmac 
to gravel track, about 30 feet before track goes into a field take the path (maybe a little 
overgrown at the beginning) on the left which goes down to the river [this path can be 
stony/slippery] (a few feet from the bridge path bears to the left). Go over the pack horse 
bridge (the locals call it the Roman bridge) turn left and through the gate. 
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9. MAP 2. Turn right and climb the hill, initially keeping close to the hedge on right hand 
side, as you gain height move further away from the hedge. Go through 5 bar gate, 
head towards electricity pole in the middle of the field, keep walking on the same bearing 
to almost the corner of field, cross over into the next field, keep walking maintaining the 
same direction to the corner of the field by the woods (a farm track runs along the 
boundary of the last field before the woods).  Entrance to the wood is via a kissing gate 
in the corner of the field. 

10. Through the kissing gate, turn right along the path. Keep to this track for 340 yards until 
a wide clearing /corridor (this corridor varies along its length from 20-40yards wide) turn 
left and follow this wide corridor to the car park at the end. Leave the car park by the 
well made gravel track to the left, follow track to road, (beware of traffic).  

11. Turn right on to the tarmac road, follow road across heath land to Orange End cross 
cattle grid up hill, take next road to the left. Follow this road to Hillesley, turn left at road 
junction, on the bend just after “The Fleece” public house, turn right and follow lane past 
primary school and Methodist hall. At the bottom of the hill the walk joins the Cotswold 
way, you will follow the Cotswold Way until The Dog public house at Old Sodbury. 

12. Follow the lane passing Killcott Mill along the way. Take the track indicated by Cotswold 
Way sign pointing to a steep track with high sides off to the right. Take the left fork 
when the track splits, at the top of the track another Cotswold way marker indicates a 
dog leg into the field on the right, in this field follow the hedge on the left until a gate 
with a track at the far end of the field. The track goes through woods, leading to a 5 bar 
and kissing gate together, turn left follow track up hill across two fields to another track 
at a T junction. Turn right and follow tract to monument and main road. At main road 
turn left towards Hawkbury Upton. 

13. Outskirts of Hawksbury Upton turn right by a large triangular 3 road junction, Known as 
the locally as the “pond”, go to the opposite corner of the triangle, and follow gravel 
track (Bath Lane) near speed restriction sign. This lane skirts Hawksbury Upton and ends 
at a 5 bar gate at the other end. At the end leave the track do a dog leg to the right, 
keeping hedge on the left follow the road (the road is on the other side of the hedge).  

14. MAP 3. walk up the rise, and through a style into the next field and continue following 
the hedge until the next style. In the next field there is a disused farm building, the path 
goes to the right hand side of the building, and dips between a gap in the hedge, the path 
leads on to a kissing gate by woods. Follow the path through the woods at a 
crossroads in the path go straight over in a few yards to kissing gates which exit the 
woods, after a few hundred yards on the path across the field (above a house in 
valley below and to the right), go through another kissing gate in a dip on the left 
hand side. A zig zag path up through a wood leads to another gate. The path goes along 
the ridge past a bench seat, and into Horton Camp (Iron Age Fort) go through the kissing 
gate at the far end of the fort, and turn right past the round tower. Continue downhill 
through a gate turning immediately left past the school to Horton cross roads. 
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15. MAP 4. From the crossroads, head downhill a few yards, follow the Cotswold way sign 
post along a short gravel track, over 2 styles into field.  Cross this field between electric 
fences, over style at the end, ground becomes very steep stay on the same bearing to a 
gap between hedges at the bottom of the dip and up the other side passing a reservoir on 
the left to a gate. The path continues in roughly the same direction (a little to the right 
near the hedge row) to another style and on further to a gate in the corner of the field 
with path beside a house leading to the road (this is a public footpath). 

16. At the road turn right then left past the church St Adeline, close to where William 
Tyndale translated the bible into English. Continue up to the brow of the hill, as it levels, 
there is a metal five bar gate with wooden kissing gate on left hand side, cross this field 
up to another gate, straight ahead and up a well defined gravel path, near the top there is 
a very sharp turn to the right, the path becomes less defined but starts heading towards 
the left, to a kissing gate which is the entrance to Old Sodbury Hillfort. After gate almost 
immediately turn right, go through the gap in the mounds on the right follow the path 
straight across the fort and on to a kissing gate by woods. The path leads downhill to 
another kissing gate on the left, through gate to fields. Keeping your height follow the 
hedge on your left, in the next field go to the left of the farm, through kissing gate keep 
walking in the same direction to another gate with an enclosed path and gate down to Old 
Sodbury Church. (you now leave the Cotswold way which goes through the church). 

17. Continue down Cotswold Lane to cross roads, turn right past petrol station and post 
office (stay on the right hand side of the road).  Take the lane to the right (there is a 
signpost opposite saying Little Sodbury 2). Follow the lane passing 2 x 90 degree bends 
until a T junction just under 1 mile 1.4Km. At T junction turn left sign posted Chipping 
Sodbury. 

 18. The lane passes Harwoodgate farm along the way which has a gate onto the common. 
Stay on this lane for nearly a mile (1.42Km) over a small bridge, the lane joins a larger 
road at Y junction. Over cattle grid to T junction, cross the road, turn right onto 
pavement. Approx 200 yards take path on left opposite sign for golf club. Join road, 
follow this road over bridge and into Chipping Sodbury High Street, by the Butter Cross. 

19. At Butter Cross Turn right walk up the High Street, taking the next main road to the right  
signposted Wickwar, Wotton-u-Edge B4060. Cross over the road, just past the church, 
take the footpath on the left just before bridge. (Info: Public toilets in car park). The 
path runs beside the river Frome, at the end of the path turn sharp left then onto the road 
turn right. The road bends to the right and goes over a bridge, past park entrance, take 
lane on left which leads to a quarry entrance (on the right) and straight ahead to the 
entrance to Ridge Woods. 

20. MAP 5. Ridge Woods. (By the gates is a map of the woods, it is worth having a look, we 
will go from the bottom to the top keeping to the left of the map following the path in red 
dots, you may want to use the guide book page 142). Follow the path through the woods 
keeping the houses on the left, ignore the first exit and keep going after 300m from the 
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entrance the path splits stay on the right hand path. The path starts to rise soon after, a 
few yards further take the path leading off to the left at right angles to the path that you 
are on (this turning is about a 1/3 of the way through the woods). There is a short stretch 
of chain link fence on the left hand side of the path, the path continues for a reasonable 
distance until a junction with a litter bin for dog poo, take the path to the left.  

21. MAP 6. A short distance later you go through an arch with a gate and information signs. 
Turn right passing the Wiltshire Avenue sign, stay on this road until it ends at a T 
junction opposite the Brimsham arms. 

22. At the T junction turn right and 100m straight over roundabout. Another roundabout 
100m further with two exits, take the exit to the right at 2 o’clock. Continue straight 
ahead until almost the end of the road. Just before the end of the road turn right into 
Coppers Drive then immediately left (dog leg), go straight through the car park to the 
park on a gravel path. Twenty feet T junction take the path to the left this will go 
clockwise around the lake (guide book page 152).  Follow the path to the left keeping the 
lake on your right.  On the far side of the lake trees line the path. The path goes through 
an avenue of trees/bushes, then runs beside some houses. At the house with gate posts 
and paving slabs which back onto path follow the path to the left around the side of 
the house.   

23. The path leaves the lake. Follow the tarmac path beside the red brick garden wall, until 
the tarmac ends. Continue walking in the same direction as if the tarmac continued, until 
a gap in the houses (30 feet). (There are 2 road name signs on the housing estate which 
can be seen from the gap Leechpool Way and Drylease). (guide book Page 155). 

24.   This is the most difficult to describe. Take the path to the right as if the road did not stop 
at the gap between the houses. After a short distance the path bends around to the left, 
then straightens for a short distance (100m) and bends to the right into field path footpath 
sign Note: Along the way Ignore the field without a footpath sign at its entrance as 
this is the wrong field. At the field entrance with a footpath sign enter the field and 
turn right beside the hedge. Follow hedge around field anticlockwise to the opposite 
side, (or the public footpath actually goes direct to the corner at opposite side of the field 
on a two o’clock bearing. Often crops and ploughing make this route difficult) 

25. MAP 7. In the corner of the field is the start of a wide track, follow this track, which 
joins onto a larger track and ends at Tan House Lane. At this junction turn left. Continue 
along  Tan House Lane passing straight over the junction with Limekiln Road,  The road 
crosses over the  railway bridge and once again caution is advised on this bridge. 

26. At the next cross roads, turn right into Oldwood Lane which is not marked or signposted, 
it is a stone track with metal post to stop traffic near the start (100m). At the end of the 
lane turn left up the hill on the road towards Rangeworthy. The second road on the 
right is a small estate called The Grove, turn into this estate and walk straight 
ahead the road changes to a tarmac footpath between houses with a style at the end.  
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27. Crossing over this style head for the far right corner of the field and then into the next 
field (some of the hedges in the fields are incomplete, however the hedge outline can still 
be seen).  In the next field head to the far left corner where there is a style next to what 
used to be a gate, cross this style. In the next field turn right and walk beside the hedge 
keeping it on your right side, a style and small foot bridge lies ahead which leads into the 
recreation ground where you started, the changing rooms  and Rose and Crown are now 
on the left at the far end of the grounds. 
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